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Para to 
speak at 
Antioch 
Church 


CSU leaders speak 
at more than 100 
churches as part of 
the Super Sunday 
outreach initiative. 


By ANDREW SPENCER 
Assistant City Editor 


Leaders in the Cal State University 
system, including Chancellor Timo- 
thy P.-White;-will-visit- more than-100 
California churches to promote higher 
education to black families throughout 
the month of February. 

All the visits are taking place for 
Super Sunday, an outreach initiative 
started by former CSU Chancellor 
Charles B. Reed in 2005, accord- 
ing to CSU Spokesperson Stephanie 
Thara. For Super Sunday, CSU lead- 
ers will visit predominantly black 
churches each Sunday throughout 
February in honor of African-Amer- 
ican History Month. 

“The goal of] CSU Super Sunday 
is to inform the families of the un- 
derrepresented population that col- 
lege is an opportunity,” Thara said. 

Thara said that Reed decided to 
visit predominantly black churches 
to give the audience information 
about entering college and receiving 
financial aid provided by the CSU. 

Cal State Long Beach Interim 
President Donald Para said that Su- 
per Sunday is a unique outreach pro- 
gram. 

“T don’t know any other institution 
that does something like this,’ Para 
said. “The CSU is one of the leaders 
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Julie Brietigam, center, and junior classics major Alessandra Pisano, right, scramble for the ball during the Long Beach 
Funky Quaffles Quidditch team practice at Stearns Champions Park on Sunday. 


Funky Quaffles head to the Quidditch World Cup 


The teams needs to . 
raise $5,000 to travel 
to South Carolina. 


By ANDREW SPENCER 
Assistant City Editor 


The Long Beach Funky Quaf- 
fles’ magical season will take flight 
to South Carolina, where they’ll try 
to sweep the competition at the sev- 


enth annual Quidditch World Cup. 

Caylen McDonald, co-captain and 
a senior human development major, 
said the team qualified for the Quid- 
ditch World Cup at the West Regional 
Championship in Tempe, Ariz. in No- 
vember. The tournament included 
teams from California, Idaho, Arizona 
and Nevada. 

“There are 18 teams in the western 
region and the top 11 qualified for the 
World Cup,” McDonald said. “We fin- 
ished eighth.” 

McDonald said qualifying for the 
Quidditch World Cup is a major accom- 
plishment for the Funky Quaffles, who 


have been a team for less than a year. 
She said, however, that it is unlikely the 
team will win the tournament. 

“We are a brand new team and the 
World Cup is stiff competition,” said Jus- 
tin Madriaga, co-captain and founder of 
the Funky Quaffles. “We are hoping to get 
in the top 20.” 

To play Quidditch, the wizard sport 
created in the “Harry Potter” book se- 
ries, team members use slightly deflated 
dodgeballs as bludgers, volleyballs as 
quaffles and a tennis ball as the golden 
snitch. 

The players run around the field with 
a broomstick between their legs as they 


attempt to score goals on the other team. 
The end goal is to capture the snitch, 
which hangs in a sock attached to a play- 
er’s shorts with Velcro. 

The 2l-member team, though, 
needs to raise $5,000 to travel to 
South Carolina and compete in the 
World Cup, Madriaga said. In an ef- 
fort to do this, he said the team creat- 
ed a campaign to raise funds through 
an international crowdfunding site, 
Indiegogo.com. 

“We currently have an Indiegogo cam- 
paign, as well as reaching out to small 
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Matan, left, watches Tamir point to a photo of an Israeli kitchen with an 
explosive he encountered while serving in the Israeli Defense Forces. 


Israeli soldiers share their heritage, war stories 


Beach Hillel and 
StandWithUs sponsor 
Tamir and Matan’s 
visit to campus. 


By CyntTHiA MAULEON 
Staff Writer 


Two soldiers from the Israeli De- 
fense Forces visited Cal State Long 
Beach yesterday to share their battle- 
ground experiences with students as 
part of the sixth annual “Israel Soldier 
Stories” tour. 


The Jewish student organization, 
Beach Hillel, and StandWithUs, a 
nonprofit organization that aims to ed- 
ucate students on Israel, sponsored the 
presentation in the Interfaith Center in 
Brotman Hall. 

The two guest speakers were Tamir, 
26, who was born in New York and 
raised in Israel from age seven, and 
Matan, 27, who was born and raised 
in Israel. The soldiers didn’t disclose 
their last names-for security reasons, 
according to a press release. 

“We had to enter a building, an el- 
ementary school, and missiles were 
fired from that school to Israeli cities,” 
Tamir said. “The other forces were us- 
ing innocent children as human shields 

. Us Israelis, we really want to end 


this.” 

Israel and Palestine are engaged in an 
ongoing conflict stemming from a divi- 
sion of land in 1948 that was controlled 
by Britain, according to the BBC. Jew- 
ish and Arab armies that both claimed 
ownership to areas in and around 
modern-day Israel began fighting when 
Britain withdrew forces, leading to the 
establishment of the current border and 
fighting that continues to this day. 

Many Palestinians believe that the land 
Israel claims as its own was stolen from 
them and that they are being treated inhu- 
manely by Israeli military forces. 

Tamir and Matan said their expe- 
riences have encouraged them to strive 
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Long Beach Funky Quaffles Quidditch team member Andrew Murray runs down the field during a 
practice at Stearns Champions Park on Sunday. 


QuIDDITCH 


Continued from Page 1 


to small businesses in Long Beach to 
raise the money,” Madriaga said. “The 
money will be used for hotel rooms, 
plane tickets and other travel expenses. 
It’s hard getting 21 people to the other 
side of the country.” 

Although McDonald has the inmate 
number of a character in the “Harry 
Potter” — series, 
Sirius Black, 
tattooed on her 
foot, she said 
you don’t need 
to be a Harry 
Potter fan to be 


A lot of people on the team 
have never read the books. 
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take it seriously. 

“They see it as a Harry Potter thing,” 
McDonald said. “For people to see it as 
a real contact sport is difficult.” 

The Funky Quaffles practice at the 
Los Altos field on Stearns Street at 6 
p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays and at 
3 p.m. on Sundays. 

Madriaga said he is excited for the 
experience that the Quidditch World 
Cup will provide. 

“I hope we make it past round 32,” 
Madriaga said. 
“I want the 
team to be able 
to get more 
experience for 
next year. Even 
if we don’t win 


a fan of Quid- ion : a game, we'll 
Aisi — Caylen McDonald, co-captain y be watching 
“A lot of peo- and learning 


ple on the team 
have never read the books,” McDonald 
said. “It’s for people who love sports 
and want to be active.” 

McDonald said Quidditch is a grow- 
ing sport, but that it is still hard for the 
fan base to grow because people don’t 


from the other 
teams play.” 

The Funky Quaffles will be playing 
at the Gold Medal Invitational at Uni- 
versity of California, Los Angeles this 
weekend. Madriaga said 14 to 16 teams 
are expected to be in attendance. 


Professor studies evolution of mammal 
defense tactics against predators 


Theodore Stankowich 
plans to build robotic 
skunks to further 

conduct his research. 


By Crystat NIEBLA 
Assistant News Editor 


Assistant professor of biological 
science Theodore Stankowich said he 
plans to continue studying mammal de- 
fense tactics through several methods, 
including robotic skunks. 

“Pll be probably working on 
skunks in the field — trapping them 
and their behavior, observing how 
they respond to predator models,” 
Stankowich said. 

Through his studies, the assistant 
professor recently co-authored a paper 
on the evolution of defense tactics vari- 


ous mammals use against predators. 

Stankowich worked with Tim Caro, 
a biologist at University of California, 
Davis, to publish the paper in the online 
journal, Evolution. 

The paper — which includes data 
from a sample size of 181 different 
species of mammals from.the order 
Carnivora, such as skunks, badgers 
and lions — found that several mam- 
mals have evolved with various de- 
fense strategies tailored to their ecol- 


ogy throughout the course of millions ‘ 


of years. 

“Every mammal you can think of that 
is a very good meat-eater would be in 
that order,” Stankowich said. 

Stankowich said that nocturnal 
mammals, like the skunk, are the 
most successful in fending off mam- 
mal predators, as they have evolved 
their defenses to attack large preda- 
tors in “close-range” or “surprise at- 
tacks.” 

“Several groups have evolved the 
ability to defend themselves with 


noxious spray defenses to varying 
degrees — skunks being the epito- 
me of nastiness,” Stankowich said. 
“Whether it’s a mountain lion, wolf 
or coyote, mammals are very sensi- 
tive to foul odors.” 

Stankowich said he and Caro also 
found that some mammals, such as 
skunks and polecats, can direct an anal 
gland secretion at a predator, whereas 
other species, like the meerkat, form so- 
cial groups to protect themselves from 
bird predators that are active during the 
day. 

“They can also mob a predator that’s 
attacking one of their group mates,” he 
said. “So if attacks do occur, it’s nice 
to have friends around to defend you.” 

Although mobbing a predator is a 
good defense tactic, it wouldn’t work on 
large mammals like lions, Stankowich 
said. Such predators would probably 
“throw them around” and “chew them 
up,” he said. 

To continue his studies, Stankowich 
said he will begin roughly four different 
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THEODORE STANKOWICH 


field and behavioral projects to address 
the issue of coyote attacks on pets in the 
Seal Beach and Long Beach areas. 

One of his projects, which involves 
robotic skunks, first requires that he 
catch a few skunks to observe their be- 
havior. Stankowich said he will then use 
his observations to build two robotic 
skunks that will simulate the behaviors 
of their living counterparts. 

The assistant professor has two stu- 


dents who will help him. build the two 
skunks, which will be able to spray and 
respond to predators as skunks do. One 
of the students will work on installing a 
dog-response into the robots while the 
other will work on the coyote-response, 
he said. 

Stankowich said he also plans to work 
“with engineers to help teach predators 
not to attack pets by somehow taking 
advantage of their predatory habits.” 
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Former Cal State Long 
Beach President 

F. King Alexander 
speaks during a 
Super Sunday event at 
the Antioch Church on 
Feb. 24, 2013. 
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CSU 


Continued from Page 1 


of outreach, if not the leader.” The 
CSU speakers will address apply- 
ing for financial aid and scholarship 
programs, such as Cal Grants, sub- 
mitting college applications through 
CSU Mentor and navigating a path to 
college, Thara said. 


Although Thara said the CSU does 
not have any statistics proving Super 
Sunday increases enrollment, Para 
said the initiative is a big help. 

“Absolutely it helps,’ Para said. 
“Our target audience is groups of all 
ages and the impact is significant.” 

Para said that students of all ages 
need to be reached. 

“It is important because we need 
to reach them and their parents to 
tell them that college is an option 


and that financial aid is available,’ 
Para said.“A lot of people don’t know 
that.” : 

Para, who is speaking at the An- 
tioch Church in Long Beach on Sun- 
day, said he has his speech written 
and is excited to share the value of 
education, regardless of whether his 
audience is big or small. 

“Tl talk about my own circum- 
stance growing up in Detroit and that 
I was the first in my family to go to 
college, and that is a big reason I’m 
excited to speak,” Para said. “Back 
then, a lot of auto factories were hir- 
ing everybody. They were good jobs 
and good wages, but that is not the 
case today.” 

Para said he will also talk about the 
importance of a college education. 

“T'll also inform them about the high 
quality education at a low cost that 
CSULB provides.” Para said. 


SOLDIERS 
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for peace between Israel and Palestine. 

“We are here to try and educate about 
Israel, [and] we want people here in the 
United States to 
know the truth and 
what’s really going 
on, from people 
who have been 
there, from soldiers 
who have fought 
and who live 
there,” Tamir said. 

Matan said that the push for both 
sides to agree requires three compo- 
nents: education, security and recogni- 
tion of what is happening in Israel. 


“Although only seven™students* at=" 
tended the event, those who did, such as _ 
junior engineering major Dani Protas, 


showed appreciation for the presentation. 


We want people here in the 
United States to know the truth. 


— Tamir, StandWithUs member 


“T think it’s important for them to 
come here because it’s a different per- 
spective from someone who has a dif- 
ferent experience [in Israel] and have 
their life there,” said Protas, who moved 
to the U.S. from Israel in 2002. 

Ariel Tafel, a freshman film produc- 
tion major and 
member of Beach 
Hillel, said he 
agreed with many 
of the ideas the 
soldiers presented. 
Tafel said the me- 
dia portrays Israel 
as a violent coun- 


try 

When asked, Tamir and Matan said 
they prefer living in Israel despite the 
ongoing conflict. 

“That is’ where I believe I belong,” 
Matan_ said. “It has a special atmo- 


“sphere, and I believe its energy is a little 


bit more fun.” 
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OUR VIEW: BRING BACK OPEN SEARCHES TO THE CSU 


ack in September, we said 

that the Cal State Long 

Beach presidential search 

process should be open to 
the public. 

Now that our next president has 
been selected, we still believe that it 
should be open. 

n 2011, former Cal State University 
Chancellor Charles B. Reed changed 
the requirements for the CSU’s presi- 
dential selection process. 

Prior to the change, CSU presi- 
dential finalists were required to visit 
their respective campuses to meet with 
students and faculty before a final 
decision was made. 

Reed argued that forcing candi- 
dates to reveal their identities caused 
qualified candidates to refrain from 
applying. 

If a candidate applies and doesn’t get 
the position, there is a legitimate fear 
of possibly losing support at their home 
university. But to some extent, that’s a 
risk that comes with any job change. 

The problem is that Reed’s claim 
hasn’t been proven. Although it is rea- 
sonable to think that this problem may 
have happened before, the CSU has yet 
to show us instances of this occurring 
in past CSU presidential searches. 

CSULB has a history of strong, ef- 
fective presidents that were all selected 
through a partially transparent search 
process. 

The question is why the change? 
The Chair of the CSU Board of 
Trustees Bob Linscheid announced 
Jane Close Conoley’s selection at 

January’s BOT meeting. 

Prior to the announcement, nearly 
all students and faculty did not even 
know Conoley was a candidate. 

The closed search process left 
faculty and students in the dark. Sure, 
there is a faculty representative and a 
student representative who sit on the 
Advisory Committee to the Trustees 
Committee for the Selection of the 
President, but how much weight do 
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they really carry in the selection pro- 
cess? It seems like more of a formality 
than anything else. 

Many students felt disconnected 
throughout CSULB’s presidential 
search, and we wouldn’t be surprised 
to hear that other campuses that have 
had their presidents selected through a 
closed search have had similar experi- 
ences. 

Even CSULB leaders gave mixed 
reviews. 

CSULB Interim President Donald 
Para said the closed search process is 
“necessary but unfortunate.” 

Associated Students, Inc. President 
John Haberstroh said that the search 
process is trustworthy, so long as you 
trust the people who are making the 
decision. 

Technically, CSU Spokesman Mike 
Uhlenkamp said that candidates can 
still visit prospective campuses on a 
case-by-case basis and under mu- 
tual agreement between the BOT and 
candidate. 

But since the 2011 policy change, 
eight presidents have been selected 
using a closed-door process. 

Overall, it bothers us that the final 
candidates are not required to visit the 
CSU campuses they applied to before 
selections are made. 

Because finalists are not required to 
visit, faculty members are prevented 
from interacting with a potential boss 
and students remain clueless. 

We could see an argument for why 
students wouldn’t necessarily need a 
larger voice in the selection process, 
but the faculty should at least be al- 
lowed to form an opinion about their 
future boss. _ : j 

We think Conoley will do great work 
for CSULB. However, we wish we had a 
chance to meet her and the other two fi- 
nalists before a final decision was made. 

Whether or not her visit would have 
changed anything is unclear, but it could 
have appeased those who questioned the 
lack of transparency. 
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Suspected American terrorists may face death penalty 


By SHANE NEWELL 
City Editor 


If you are an American citizen 
suspected of planning or committing 
terrorist acts, watch out. 

Last week, the Associated Press 
broke a story detailing how Presi- 
dent Barack Obama’s administration 
is considering whether or not to kill 
an American citizen suspected of 
plotting terrorist attacks against the 
US. 

What is complicating the matter is 
that the yet-to-be-named American 
suspect resides in Pakistan, a country 
that does not condone U.S. military 
activity, according to the New York 
Times. 

Since direct military intervention in 
Pakistan is out of the question, officials 
are debating whether or not to use a le- 
thal drone strike against the American 
citizen. 

Although international terrorism is 
one of the biggest threats facing the 
U.S. today, the notion of killing an 
American citizen suspected of terror- 
ism without a trial from his peers is 
utterly deplorable. 

There are many issues plaguing the 
Obama administration’s case against 
the unknown American citizen. 


First, the Obama administration has 
failed to show evidence proving that 
the American citizen is guilty of plot- 
ting terrorist attacks against the U.S. 

How can one be found guilty of 
an alleged crime if evidence is not 


presented? 


Shouldn’t the unidentified American 


be found guilty in a court of law before 
authorizing a strike to end his life? 

Acting on hunches is not enough. 
For a strike to be absolutely neces- 


sary, the Obama administration needs 
to conclusively prove that killing the 
American is the only logical solution. 

Another issue concerning the 
Obama administration’s case is the 
sovereignty of Pakistan. 


FACEBOOK 


Shouldn’t Pakistan be able to tell the 
U.S. that drone strikes on its soil are 
out of the question? 

If Pakistan were harboring a known 
terrorist who has been found guilty of 
plotting attacks against the U.S., the 
conversation would shift in the favor 
of the U.S. 

But that is not the case here. 

If the U.S. ultimately decides to kill 
the American citizen without attempt- 
ing to give him a trial, a precedent 
will undoubtedly be set giving the 
government authority to kill Ameri- 
cans suspected of heinous crimes on 
US. soil. 

What if the U.S. believes one of its 
own citizens on U.S. soil is complicit 
in a terrorist crime? 

Would the government have the 
right to launch a lethal drone strike in a 
place like Kansas? 

Clearly, this issue is very complex. 

Before deciding the fate of the 
American suspect’s life, the Obama 
administration should exhaust all other 
options first. 

Killing an American without public 
evidence or a trial would only seek to 
disrespect the ideals that so many men 
and women have fought and died for 
since 1776. 

After all, you can’t be called a trai- 
tor if you haven’t been found guilty of 
treason in court. 
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The small stage 
at the Gaslamp 
Restaurant & Bar 
in Long Beach 
lights up, and on cue Joe Eurell rolls out 
in his wheelchair. 

The small audience tenses up as his 
motor-chair gets stuck on the red cur- 
tain for a few seconds. He takes the 
microphone from the announcer, greets 
the crowd and beams out, “you know, 
I was thinking about something very 
important earlier,’ Eurell said. “Do 
orphans feel sad when they hear your 
mama jokes?” 

Eurell, 26, is a senior political sci- 
ence major at Cal State Long Beach 
who has cerebral palsy. According to 
the National Library of Medicine, cere- 
bral palsy is a group of disorders that 
involve both the brain and the nervous 
system. It can impair body movements, 
learning, hearing, speech and think- 
ing. But Joe Eurell proves that although 
he’s in a chair and speaks differently 
than others, he can still be as sharp as 
a whip, and a stand-up comic, or as 
he sometimes refers to himself, a “sit- 
down comic.” 

Eurell first discovered stand-up com- 
edy as a child in Anderson, N.C., while 
secretly watching trash talk show host 
Morton Downey Jr. and comedian Sam 
Kinison. When he was 12 years old, 
Eurell was adopted and left the south to 


By ENEDINA CISNEROS 


Assistant Radio Producer 


live with his new family in Huntington 
Beach. 

“My biological parents weren’t very 
effective at raising their kids,” he said. 
“T owe my adoptive parents a great debt 
for how much they’ve helped me.” 

Eurell first took the stage of comedy 
early on in college, but had to take a 
break due to his grades. 

“T told myself that I would do more 
comedy after I balanced my grades” said 
Eurell, who is now a straight A student. 

His style of comedy ranges from wit- 
ty, intellectual jokes about the relativ- 
ity of time to a few political jokes about 
gun control. For the most part, however, 
Eurell stays away from touchy politics 
and gets most of his material from his 
own experiences, such as taking the Or- 
ange County Transit buses. 

“Any city bus is a rolling trough of 
material that is just waiting to be picked 
up,” Eurell said. “The more obscure the 
line or route, the more fun stuff you’re 
going to find on the bus.” 

The joke that got the most laughs dur- 
ing one of Eurell’s sets was about ques- 
tions he gets asked on the bus. 

“J get asked all the time how I got ce- 
rebral palsy, and these are strangers, so I 
give them stupid answers like ‘I sneezed 


Sit-down 
Comedy 


too hard.” 

Having cerebral 
palsy has only af- 
fected Eurell’s abil- 

ity to travel for shows since he relies 
on public transit, so he remains local 
in Long Beach and around Orange 
County. 

Roommate and friend Rob Molina said 
that Eurell’s disability gives him an edge. 

“He’s more memorable,’ Molina 
said. “It doesn’t hold him back. He 
does all he can despite his disabilities, 
he even does more than a lot of people 
actually.” 

Molina and Eurell have been room- 
ing together for almost four years, and 
have been friends since high school. 
Although Eurell needs help doing some 
everyday tasks like getting dressed, the 
two spend most of their time enjoying 
each other’s company and occasionally 
rap together for fun. 

For now, Eurell calls stand-up com- 
edy a hobby that occasionally gets him 
money, but he’s not sure if he will make 
a career out of it: However, Molina dis- 
agrees. 

“J think that he has a lot of potential. 
He keeps getting better every time,” 
Molina said. “He’s definitely the right 
kind of person to make it.” 

Eurell’s next show is Thursday at the 
Group Therapy Pub in Placentia. His 
videos can also be found on YouTube. 


did you know the 
daily 49er 


has a 


youtube channel? 


YOUTUBE.COM/VIDEOD49ER 


ENepINA Cisneros | Daity 49eR 
CSULB student Joe Eurell, 26, is a sit-down comedian who per- 
forms at local venues and often receives a standing ovation. 
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49ers treading .500 waters due to offensive struggles 


LSBU is 6-5 after 
splitting a pair of 
games this weekend. 


By ANDREW TURNER 
Assistant Sports Editor 


A tough schedule has left little mar- 
gin for error for the Long Beach State 
women’s water polo team. 

The No. 11 ‘Niners (6-5) have faced 
eight ranked teams in their first 11 
outings. LBSU has earned victories 
against No. 20 Pacific, No. 15 UC Da- 
vis, and No. 6 UC San Diego. 

The challenging opening stretch 
has included a pair of losses to fourth- 
ranked Cal, and one-goal losses to No. 
8 San Diego State and No. 16 Cal State 
Northridge. 

LBSU has not been at full-strength 
for most of the season, but Christina 
Kotsia returned from injury in the Triton 
Invitational on Feb. 8. When the 49ers 
finished an incredible 25-7 last season, 
Kotsia placed second on the team with 
50 goals scored. She has three goals 
since her return against UCD. 

LBSU. head coach Gavin Arroyo 
said that Kotsia has given the team a 
boost, but he added that she needs time 
to round into form. 

“For being out so long, she’s slowly 
making her way back,” he said. “She’s 
not 100 percent quite yet.” 


The absence of offense gets to the 


heart of the 49ers’ struggles. In 2013, 
LBSU averaged 10.19 goals per game. 
In its first ten games this year, The 
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The ‘Niners held San Diego State to five goals on Feb. 2 but only scored four goals of their own. 


Beach has reached the double-digit 
plateau in goal-scoring one time. 

Arroyo attributes the team’s scoring 
woes to a tougher schedule, and he in- 
sisted that his team’s offense is not a 
concern. 

“T think our schedule is harder this 
year,’ he said. “Without looking too 
much into the numbers, you have to 
start with playing more difficult op- 
ponents. If we score two goals and the 
other team scores one, I’m satisfied.” 


- COMMENTARY 


The 49ers’ issues on offense have 
made the pressure air-tight on the de- 


-fensive end. LBSU is giving up 6.7 


goals per game, up from 5.22 last sea- 
son. 

Sunday’s game against Sonoma State 
marked the second time that the 49ers 
have scored ten or more goals in a match 
this season. Chelsea Parks led the pack 
with four goals, and Coriann Snyder 
added a hat-trick for the 49ers in their 
14-11 victory over the Seawolves. 


The Beach will have an opportunity 
to work things out before its next con- 
test. LBSU is in the middle of a 12-day 
break and will host UCSD in a rematch 
on Feb. 28. 

“It gives us some time to get back 
to some conditioning and just team 
chemistry,” Arroyo said of the time off. 
“There’s definitely potential with this 
group. We just need to find ourselves.” 

The 49ers will play their Alumni 
game on Saturday. 


Branford Jones provides everything you. want in a bench player 


cs JASON CLARK 


<xe>_- Sports Editor 


Ao~ he 
AOE, ee: 


Thursday evening at the Walter 
Pyramid, the Long Beach State men’s 
basketball team was trailing UC Santa 
Barbara by 10 in the middle of the 
second half. It looked as if the 49ers 
were headed toward another double- 
digit loss at the hands of the Gauchos, 
who had already won the previous 
meeting by 13. 

Five minutes later, with 4:35 
remaining on the clock, the 49ers and 
Gauchos were tied at 60. The differ- 
ence? Branford Jones. 

Jones came off the bench in the 
second half and had an immediate im- 
pact. He made a couple big 3-pointers, 
hit his free throws and went all-out 
on 50/50 plays. He also took a couple 
charges, providing just as much of a 
lift defensively as he had offensively. 

LBSU went on to lose that game, 
but not because of Jones. UCSB’s Mi- 
chael Bryson got an offensive rebound 
and put in a layup during the last sec- 
ond of regulation, giving the Gauchos 
a 65-64 lead at the buzzer. 

Jones is probably good enough to 
start — and he has, seven times this 


‘Niner Notes 


Stassi to have Tommy John surgery 

The bad news for the Dirtbags didn’t 
only come on the field Saturday. 

After their 6-0 shutout loss, in which 
they only managed three hits, head 
coach Troy Buckley announced that 
starting pitcher Jake Stassi will un- 
dergo Tommy John surgery and be shut 
down for the season. Stassi suffered a 
stress fracture and a Torn UCL. 
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Branford Jones (14) scored 11 points off the bench against UCSB. 


year — but he’s buried behind Mike 
Caffey on the depth chart. He might 
be better used off the bench anyway, 
as every time he steps on the court, he 
brings an energetic and all-out style 
that can be refreshing and motivating 
in the middle of a game. 

“As a coach, it’s really important 
that when you go to your bench, you 
trust that you know what you’re going 
to get and be consistent with that,” 


Stassi, a senior lefty out of Yuba 
City, was the Saturday starter last sea- 
son and went 4-4 with a 3.32 ERA in 
12 starts. 


Ashley Holmes named Big West 
softball Field Player of the Week 
Long Beach State’s Ashley Holmes 
hit it big in Las Vegas this weekend. 
Holmes earned Big West Field Player 
of the Week honors after going 8-for-16 
with three home runs and 11 RBIs in the 
Easton Desert Classic. She helped the 


Monson said in late January. “[Jones] 
is going to make open shots, he’s 
going to make the easy basket ... it’s 
very valuable to have that consistency 
from a guy coming in.” 

Jones is currently having one of his 
better streaks of the season. He has 
scored at least nine points in four of 
his last six games and averaged a little 
more than 17 minutes per game. 

Included in those numbers is an 


49ers earn three wins in the five-game 
tournament and now leads the Big West 
in batting average, home runs, RBIs, slug- 
ging percentage and on-base percentage. 
Holmes has also gotten a hit in all 
nine of LBSU’s games this season. 


Women’s golf team ties for 10th at 
Peg Barnard Invitational 

Led by a 2\st-place finish by Shaw- 
nee Martinez, Long Beach State tied 
for 10th in the Peg Barnard Invitation- 
al, which was hosted by Stanford. 


anomaly, as Jones didn’t score any 
points and only played six minutes in 
Saturday’s game against Cal Poly. The 
49ers didn’t exactly need him, though, 
as the three-headed monster of Caffey, 
Tyler Lamb and Dan Jennings took 
care of the Mustangs in a 74-65 win. 

LBSU may not need Jones as 
much as it did in the UCSB game, 
but he has provided a consistency off 
the bench that is hard to find. Also 
benefiting from Jones’ contributions 
is Caffey. Last year, when Jones went 
down in the season opener with a leg 
injury, Caffey found himself without a 
qualified backup and had to shoulder a 
bigger load than most. 

This year, Caffey can get a couple 
minutes of rest without having to 
worry about the 49ers enduring a 
meltdown in the middle of the game. 

As the season comes to a close, 
Jones’ presence off the bench will be 
increasingly more valuable. His consis- 
tency and energy will be crucial during 
the Big West tournament, where having 
up to three games in three days will test 
the 49ers’ endurance. 

Jones will be ready for that, though 
— his best performance of the season 
came during the Puerto Rico Tip-Off, 
when he scored a combined 30 points 
in games over ranked foes Michigan 
and Virginia Commonwealth. 


The 49ers shot a 605 (+37) for the 
weekend, tying them with rivals UC Ir- 
vine at the Stanford Golf Course. 

Martinez shot 76-74 over the two 
rounds to finish with a total of 150. 
Also competing for the 49ers were 
Chaewon Park, who finished tied for 
28th, Kassidy Teare (47th), Janelle Sua 
(63rd) and Ashley Greer (66th). 

Stanford’s Mariah Stackhouse led 
the Cardinal to the team title by win- 
ning the individal competition with a 
total score of 130, 12 below par. 


SportsD49er@gmail.com 


BIG WEST STANDINGS 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


UC Irvine 8-2 17-9 


UC Santa Barbara 7-3 16-7 
Hawaii 7-4 18-7 
LONG BEACH STATE 7-4 11-14 
Cal Poly 5-6 9-15 
Cal State Northridge 5-7 13-14 
Cal State Fullerton 3-7 8-16 
UC Davis Sneath 8-17 
UC Riverside 3-8 8-17 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


Cal State Northridge 9-3 13-13 
Cal Poly 8-3 14-10 
Hawaii 7-4 13-10 
LONG BEACH STATE 6-5 14-11 
UC Irvine 5-5 12-12 
UC Davis 5-5 10-13 
Cal State Fullerton 5-5 9-14 
UC Santa Barbara 2-8 7-16 
UC Riverside 1-10 5-19 
BASEBALL 

Cal Poly 0-0 3-0 
Cal State Fullerton 0-0 2-1 
Cal State Northridge 0-0 2-1 
UC Riverside 0-0 2-1 
UC Irvine 0-0 1-2 
UC Davis 0-0 1-3 
UC Santa Barbara 0-0 0-0 
LONG BEACH STATE 0-0 0-3 
Hawaii 0-0 0-3 
SOFTBALL 

Cal State Fullerton 0-0 8-3 
UC Santa Barbara 0-0 6-3 
Hawaii 0-0 7-4 


LONG BEACH STATE 0-0 6-4 
Cal State Northridge 0-0 -5-5 


Cal Poly 0-0 4-6 
UC Davis 0-0 4-8 
UC Riverside 0-0 3-6 


WOMEN’S TENNIS 


LONG BEACH STATE 3-0 6-1 


Cal State Northridge 2-0 4-1 


_ UC Irvine 1-0 3-4 
UC Davis 1-1. 34 
Hawaii 1-1 2-7 
UC Santa Barbara 0-0 1-6 
Cal Poly 0-1 2-4 
UC Riverside 0-1 0-8 
Cal State Fullerton 0-3 1-6 


WOMEN’S WATER POLO 


Cal State Northridge 0-0 1-3 


UC Irvine 0-0 9-4 
Hawaii 0-0 4-2 
LONG BEACH STATE 0-0 6-5 
UC Davis 0-0 8-7 
UC Santa Barbara 0-0 4-7 
BIG WEST STANDINGS 


MEN’S VOLLEYBALL (MPSF) 


BYU 10-1 10-3 
UCLA 8-2 11-3 
UC Santa Barbara 7-3 8-3 
Hawaii 7-3 9-4 - 
Pepperdine 7-3 7-3 
LONG BEACH STATE 6-4 7-4 
USC 6-5 7-5 
Stanford 5-5 8-5 
UC Irvine 6-6 9-7 
Cal State Northridge 3-7 3-8 
Cal Baptist 2-8 3-9 
Pacific 1-9 2-11 


UC San Diego 0-12 0-13 


